A Global Reporting Initiative Certified Course

Integrating the SDGs into your reporting process
Learn the recommended methodology for choosing the SDGs your business will address.
A methodology designed by GRI and the UN Global Compact.
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Introduction
Integrating the SDGs into your GRI
Standards sustainability reporting process
The active participation of business is key to
achieving these goals. Businesses cannot succeed in
societies that fail. Investing in the achievement of the
SDGs supports pillars of business success, including
the existence of rule-based markets, transparent
financial systems, and non-corrupt and well-governed
institutions. And this is only one reason why business
has to take action to help achieve the SDGs.

The GRI Standards
are all round,
complete, structured,
and methodical
approach which is
used by 80% of the
worlds largest 250
companies

The “Integrating the SDGs into your reporting process” GRI Certified
Workshop is a full day event that provides guidance and useful information on the
GRI Standards, sustainability reporting, and the Sustainable Development Goals.
Learn the recommended methodology for choosing the SDGs your
business will address. A methodology designed by GRI and the UN Global
Compact.
Join me and learn how to address the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
with the use of the GRI Standards, which will help you take solid, focused action
(materiality) and leverage your strenghts to bring positive change for the
company and your stakeholders. The GRI Standards are an all-round, complete,
structured, and methodical approach used by 80% of the world’s largest 250 companies.
Simon Pitsillides
Sustainability Reporting and Marketing Communication Strategy Expert
https://www.linkedin.com/in/simon-pitsillides/
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FIEMA (Fellow of the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment
FCIM (Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Marketing and a Chartered Marketer)
MBA in Marketing, GRI and IEMA Trainer
Teaches the FBRH GRI Standards Certified, IEMA and CIM Recognised Course
(venue: London School of Economics)
Publisher of www.sustaincase.com and owner of www.fbrh.co.uk.

“

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member
States in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for
peace and prosperity for people and the
planet, now and into the future. At its heart
are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which are an urgent call for action by
all countries - developed and developing - in a
global partnership. They recognize that ending
poverty and other deprivations must go handin-hand with strategies that improve health
and education, reduce inequality, and spur
economic growth – all while tackling climate
change and working to preserve our oceans
and forests. ”
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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Research by top institutions.
The world is changing. Are you changing too?
Millennials, who hold our future in their hands, are overwhelmingly pro-sustainability and are showing this with their every action.
Worldwide, companies and organisations are taking action to benefit from the transition to the Green Economy. Are your competitors
better prepared? Are they dealing more successfully with stricter regulations and changing buying and decision-making patterns?
License to operate – millennials
• Morgan Stanley 2017 research results1: Companies must engage with sustainable development or face being left out of
investment decisions by Millennials, one of the largest generations in history moving into its prime spending years.
• 84% of Millennial investors interested in sustainable investing (Morgan Stanley)2.
• There is an accelerating growth of people choosing sustainable brands (Nielsen 30,000 consumers in 60 countries)3
• Millennials love CSR (Chartered Institute of Marketing, UK)4
More research: Sustainable Development Makes Good Business Sense
• 2 out of 4 major consumer trends relate to sustainability (Mintel)5
• Mintel research:6 Key 2018 consumer trends relate to sustainability
• Corporate sustainability and profitability are interrelated (Oxford University)7
• High Sustainability companies significantly outperform their counterparts over the long-term, both in terms of stock market
as well as accounting performance (Harvard Business School)8
• Gender diversity across a company increases productivity (MIT News)9
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(1) Morgan Stanley: Millennials sustainable investing continues to intensify. https://sustaincase.com/morgan-stanley-millennials-sustainable-investing-continues-to-intensify/
(2) 84% of Millennial investors interested in sustainable investing (Morgan Stanley) https://sustaincase.com/morgan-stanley-84-of-millennial-investors-interested-in-sustainable-investing/
(3) There is an accelerating growth of people choosing sustainable brands (Nielsen 30,000 consumers in 60 countries).
https://sustaincase.com/significant-year-on-year-increase-of-consumers-prepared-to-pay-more-for-sustainable-brands-major-nielsen-study-30000-consumers-in-60-countries/
(4) Millennials love CSR (Chartered Institute of Marketing, UK) https://sustaincase.com/chartered-institute-of-marketing-uk-millennials-love-csr/
(5) Research by Mintel: 2 out of 4 major consumer trends relate to sustainability
https://sustaincase.com/research-by-mintel-2-out-of-4-major-consumer-trends-relate-to-sustainability/
(6) Mintel research: Key 2018 consumer trends relate to sustainability https://sustaincase.com/mintel-research-key-2018-consumer-trends-relate-to-sustainability/
(7) Corporate sustainability and profitability are interrelated (Oxford University) https://sustaincase.com/oxford-university-corporate-sustainability-and-profitability-are-interrelated/
(8) Harvard Business School study: Companies implementing sustainability policies outperform those who fail to do so
https://sustaincase.com/companies-implementing-sustainability-policies-outperform-those-who-fail-to-do-so/
(9) MIT News: Gender diversity across a company increases productivity https://sustaincase.com/mit-news-gender-diversity-across-a-company-increases-productivity/
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1) How will your company or organisation benefit from the transition to the green economy?
2) Are your competitors better prepared, gaining a competitive advantage?
Your competitors will gain a competitive advantage if they are better prepared/preparing for:
• Changes and stricter regulations regarding emissions, adjusting their products and services accordingly.
• Changes in buying patterns and investment desitions taken by newer generations which are overwhelmingly prosustainability.
• Stricter stock exchange rules (World Federation of Exchanges (WFE) fully aligned with GRI Standards)10
• The EU Directive:11 Large Companies must report non-financial information
• Investors who want to see that a company is well-prepared for the foreseeable future.
• Ever growing supply chain pressure12. Companies are choosing to do business with corporations that can provide
sustainability-related information and data and can demonstrate that they are aware of environmental, economic and
societal risks, taking continuous action. These companies are looking for long-term, sustainable relationships.
A good GRI Standards CSR/ ESG/ SDG/ Sustainability Report will help you make sound
sustainable development decisions and help you gain competitive advantage.

(10) World Federation of Exchanges (WFE) fully aligned with GRI Standards https://sustaincase.com/world-federation-of-exchanges-wfe-fully-aligned-with-gri-standards/
(11) EU Directive: Large Companies must report non-financial information https://sustaincase.com/corporate-social-responsibility-csr-and-the-european-union-directive-201495eu/
(12) Case studies of companies cleaning their supply chain. https://sustaincase.com/supply-chain/
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Learn the recommended methodology for choosing the SDGs your business will
address. A methodology designed by GRI and the UN Global Compact.

• What are the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
• How can sustainability reporting assist in reaching the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development?
• How can businesses and governments contribute to accomplishing the goals through
sustainability reporting?
The workshop enables attendees to:
• Learn about the Sustainable Development Goals, what they are and how they set the global agenda for sustainable
development, as well as how they relate to governments and business actions. Furthermore, you will see how the SDGs
link to the GRI Standards on both goal and target level and what the available business actions and possible business
disclosures are per each SDG target.
• Learn about GRI and its vision and mission as an independent organization and how to navigate the modular structure of
the GRI Sustainability Reporting Standards (GRI Standards).
• Understand the method to integrate the SDGs into your reporting process by learning about available SDG tools and
how to use them, including five practical steps.The workshop also contains case studies which demonstrate how companies
have started to integrate the SDGs into their reporting process.
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With the successful completion of this course all
participants receive a Certificate by the Global
Reporting Initiative (GRI).
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“I was particularly
impressed by how Simon
managed to engage
everyone, especially in this
Covid-19 online teaching."

"The ZOOM setting
worked very well."
Mylene Hours-Makris

Dr Renata Konadu

"I really enjoyed the course
and it helped me in my first
contact with the GRI
Standards. Really practical
examples. Thanks!"
Belen Lopez Lugilde
Manager Global Audit

"It was the best intense
course I have ever taken!
I learned a lot without
getting confused or
becoming exhausted."
Azar Safari
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"You can know nothing
about GRI Standards
and in 2 days you will be
ready to advise clients or
run a reporting project
for your company."
Laurence Cox
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"Thank you very much.
It was a life-changing
course for me."

"I really enjoyed the course.
Very helpful for everyone
approaching the GRI
Standards. Thank you!"

"A big thank you for last
week’s training. All my
training objectives were met."

Prof. Venancio Tauringana
(Professor & Head of
Department of Accounting)

Maria Cristina Cifala

Johanna Tähtinen

More participant reviews:
https://www.fbrh.co.uk/reviews
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You can pay via bank transfer or major credit cards / PayPal
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https://www.fbrh.co.uk/en/registration-form-for-sdgs-a-gri-certified-course
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• 80% of the world’s 250 largest companies issue Sustainability/ ESG/ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) reports using GRI’s
Sustainability Reporting Guidelines.
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• The GRI Standards can be used by any organisation, regardless of sector, size and location.
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Key facts about the Global Reporting Initiative

• GRI and the UN Global Compact have joined forces13 to enable measuring and reporting on the SDGs with the use of
the GRI Standards.
• Under the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2010, the UN
Global Compact adopts the GRI Standards as the recommended reporting
framework14 for companies to communicate on progress made.
• GRI has global strategic partnerships with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, the United Nations Environment Programme and the
United Nations Global Compact, with its framework enjoying synergies with the
guidance of the International Finance Corporation, the International Organisation
for Standardisation’s ISO 26000, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development and the Earth Charter Initiative.

The UN Global Compact
adopts the GRI Standards
as the recommended
reporting framework

• GRI is focused on taking action on what matters where it matters (materiality): companies identify their impacts on the
environment and stakeholders, measure, set targets, take action to minimise their negative impacts and increase their positive
impacts, report the outcomes in their CSR/ ESG/ SDG/ Sustainability report.

Global Reporting Initiative (GRI): www.globalreporting.org

(13) GRI and the UN Global Compact join forces and enable measuring and reporting on the SDGs
https://sustaincase.com/ground-breaking-action-platform-tackle-challenge-sdg-reporting-un-global-compact-gri/
(14) In a historic alliance the world’s two largest corporate responsibility initiatives have joined forces to build a universal framework for corporate sustainability
performance and disclosure, aiming to transform business practices on a global scale.
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/news/50-06-24-2010
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FBRH Consultants is a Certified Training Partner of the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and Training Partner of the Institute
of Environmental Management & Assessment (IEMA).
The Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA)
• Is the largest professional body for environmental practitioners in the United Kingdom and worldwide, with nearly 15,000
members in over 100 countries, working together to make businesses and organisations future-proof.
• Approves training course providers to deliver environmental training.
• Is in the process of applying for a Royal Charter. As a chartered body, IEMA would be formally recognised by the UK
Government to develop and regulate the profession (corporate sustainability, environmental management, and impact
assessment). If IEMA achieves a Royal Charter it will become CIEMA – the Chartered Institute of Environmental Management
& Assessment.
https://www.fbrh.co.uk/IEMA
https://www.iema.net/training/training-course?course_id=51
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Sustainability reports are released by companies and organizations of all types, sizes and
sectors, from every corner of the world. Thousands of companies across all sectors have
published reports that reference GRI’s Sustainability Reporting Guidelines.

3
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GRI’s Sustainability Disclosure Database features all known GRI-based reports.
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List of sectors with companies or organisations which report using the GRI Standards
•
•
•
•
•

Argiculture
Automobile
Aviation
Chemicals
Commercial
Services
• Computers
• Conglomerates
• Construction

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Materials
Consumer Durables
Energy
Energy Utilities
Equipment
Financial Services
Food and Beverages
Products
• Forest and Paper

Products
• Healthcare
Products
• Healthcare Services
• Household and
Personal Products
• Logistics
• Media
• Media Products

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mining
Non-profit services
Public Agency
Railroad
Real Estate
Retailers
Technology
Hardware
• Telecommunications

• Textiles and
Apparel
• Tobacco
• Tourism and
Leasure
• Toys
• Universities
• Waste Management
• Water Utilities

GRI has specific guidance for the following sectors
GRI’s sector guidance is used to focus reporting for organizations in diverse sectors. Originally developed for use with the G4
Guidelines, the G4 Sector disclosures remain valid are recommended for use with the GRI Standards.
The following Sector Disclosures are currently available:

Take me to the registration form
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• Airport Operators
• Construction and
Real Estate

• Electric Utilities
• Event Organizers
• Financial Services

• Food Processing
• Media
• Mining and Metals

Global Reporting Initiative (GRI): www.globalreporting.org
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• NGO
• Oil and Gas
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The directive requires large companies to disclose relevant non-financial information, to provide investors and other stakeholders
with a more complete picture of their development, performance and position - and of the impact of their activity.
Specifically, large companies must provide a review of policies, principal risks, and outcomes, including on:
• environmental matters;
• social and employee aspects;
• respect for human rights;
• anti-corruption and bribery issues;
• diversity of boards of directors.
EU member states had to incorporate Directive 2014/95/EU in their national law by 6 December 2016.
EU Directive: Large companies must report non-financial information:
www.sustaincase.com/corporate-social-responsibility-csr-and-the-european-union-directive-201495eu/
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Rebekah Smith
Client Relations
rebekah.s@fbrh.co.uk
Melina Kourri
Client Relations
contact@fbrh.co.uk
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